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INTRODUCTION

Character education is an important component of education because schools are not
only responsible for developing students’ academic competence but also for cultivating
attitudes, values, and behavior. In Islamic educational institutions, character development is
closely related to religious values. Religious character is reflected in students’ obedience to
religious teachings, discipline in worship, responsibility, honesty, and commitment to
practicing religious values in everyday life.

Religious character cannot be developed only through theoretical explanations. It
requires continuous habituation and direct practice. Therefore, religious activities conducted
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within educational institutions can become an important medium for strengthening students’
religious character. Through routine activities, students are given opportunities to practice
religious values in real situations.

MI Sirajul Ulum Reak is an Islamic elementary educational institution that
implements several religious activities as part of its efforts to develop students’ religious
character. Among these activities are Juz Amma memorization, Qur’anic Qiro’ah, and
congregational Dhuha prayer. These activities are implemented as part of students’ daily and
weekly routines.

Juz Amma memorization is intended to habituate students to memorize short surahs
from the Qur’an and improve their ability to recite them during prayer. The activity is
conducted before the teaching and learning process begins. Teachers use repeated recitation
and the talgin method, in which teachers demonstrate the verses and students follow them
repeatedly.

Qur’anic Qiro’ah is another activity intended to improve students’ ability to read the

Qur’an correctly. Students are guided to pronounce Qur’anic verses according to appropriate
articulation points and tajwid rules. The activity also provides students with opportunities to
develop their talents, confidence, courage, and leadership through Qur’anic recitation.
In addition, congregational Dhuha prayer is implemented to habituate students to perform
voluntary worship. Through this activity, students are expected to develop discipline,
obedience, and awareness of religious responsibilities. Teachers also participate in the prayer
as role models for students.

Although these activities provide opportunities for religious character development,
their implementation is not free from obstacles. Some students have difficulty concentrating
during memorization, while others have limited Qur’anic reading skills. Students’ late arrival
and disruptive behavior can also interfere with religious activities. Therefore, teachers need
appropriate strategies to overcome these obstacles.

Based on this background, this study focuses on three main issues: (1) how students’
religious character is strengthened through religious activities at MI Sirajul Ulum Reak; (2)
what obstacles teachers face in implementing these activities; and (3) what strategies teachers
use to overcome those obstacles. The purpose of this study is therefore to describe the
implementation of religious activities in strengthening students’ religious character, identify
the obstacles encountered by teachers, and analyze the strategies used to overcome those
obstacles.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employed a descriptive qualitative research design to describe and
understand the implementation of religious activities and the strengthening of students’
religious character in the natural educational setting of MI Sirajul Ulum Reak, Central
Lombok. The participants were selected purposively based on their involvement and
knowledge of the religious programs and consisted of the principal, teachers, and selected
students. The researcher served as the primary instrument in collecting and interpreting the
data and maintained an observational role during the activities. Data were collected through
observation, semi-structured interviews, and documentation. Observations were conducted
during Juz Amma memorization, Qur’anic Qiro’ah, and congregational Dhuha prayer to
examine the implementation of the activities and students’ participation, discipline,
responsibility, obedience, and interactions. Interviews were conducted with the principal,
teachers, and selected students to obtain information about the implementation of religious
activities, students’ religious character, obstacles encountered during the activities, and
strategies used to address them. Documentation was used to complement the observation and
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interview data and included relevant program documents, activity schedules, photographs,
and other records related to religious activities at the madrasah. The collected data were
analyzed using the Miles and Huberman interactive model, consisting of data reduction, data
display, and conclusion drawing. During data reduction, information from observations,
interviews, and documentation was selected, coded, categorized, and organized according to
the research objectives. The categorized data were then displayed descriptively to identify
patterns concerning religious activities, students’ religious character, obstacles, and teacher
strategies. Conclusions were drawn by interpreting the identified patterns and continuously
comparing them with the available evidence. To strengthen the credibility of the findings, the
researcher applied source and technique triangulation by comparing information obtained
from the principal, teachers, and students and by comparing findings from observations,
interviews, and documentation. The researcher also conducted repeated observations and
maintained systematic records of the data collection and analysis processes to ensure that the
findings accurately represented the implementation of religious activities and the
strengthening of students’ religious character in the research setting.

RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION
1. Strengthening Religious Character through Juz Amma Memorization
The findings indicate that Juz Amma memorization is one of the main religious

activities implemented at MI Sirajul Ulum Reak. The activity is conducted before the
teaching and learning process begins. Students memorize short surahs according to their
respective grade levels. Teachers use repeated recitation and the talgin method. In this
process, the teacher recites a Qur’anic verse or passage, and students repeat it together.
The process is repeated until students are able to memorize the material and subsequently
recite it individually. The implementation of Juz Amma memorization provides several
benefits. First, it habituates students to memorizing Qur’anic verses. Second, it improves
students’ ability to recite different surahs during prayer. Third, it contributes to students’
confidence because they are able to demonstrate what they have memorized. Fourth,
repeated memorization can support students’ ability to remember and understand learning
materials. The findings also indicate that memorization activities contribute to the
development of discipline and honesty. Students are encouraged to complete their
memorization responsibilities, while teachers continuously remind them to practice at
home. The teacher’s role is particularly important in this process. Teachers provide
examples, repetition, encouragement, and motivation. When students lose concentration,
teachers may use clapping, movements, or other engaging techniques to restore students’
attention. Thus, Juz Amma memorization is not merely an academic or religious exercise
but also a habituation process that can contribute to students’ religious character
development.

2. Strengthening Religious Character through Qur’anic Qiro’ah

The second religious activity is Qur’anic Qiro’ah. The activity is intended to

improve students’ ability to read the Qur’an properly and correctly according to tajwid
and appropriate articulation points. At MI Sirajul Ulum Reak, Qiro’ah activities are
guided by a teacher who has expertise in Qur’anic recitation. The teacher writes the
verses on the board, demonstrates the recitation, and asks students to follow. Selected
students are subsequently asked to recite the verses independently. The findings
demonstrate that Qiro’ah contributes to several aspects of students’ character. Students
become more courageous in appearing before their classmates and reciting Qur’anic
verses. The activity also creates opportunities for students to develop their talents and
interests. Some students have participated in Qiro’ah competitions and achieved
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accomplishments at the subdistrict level. These achievements indicate that religious
activities can provide opportunities for students to develop both religious competence and
self-confidence. The activity also strengthens students’ discipline because students are
expected to participate regularly. Furthermore, students become more familiar with
Qur’anic recitation and gradually improve their understanding of tajwid. The findings
demonstrate the importance of teachers as guides, role models, and motivators. Teachers
do not merely transfer knowledge but also encourage students to practice religious values
consistently.
3. Strengthening Religious Character through Congregational Dhuha Prayer

Congregational Dhuha prayer is implemented as a means of habituating students
to perform voluntary worship. The activity is expected to strengthen students’ discipline
and obedience. Teachers participate in the prayer together with students. Their
participation functions as a form of modeling because students can directly observe the
behavior expected from them. The findings show that regular participation in Dhuha
prayer helps students become more accustomed to religious practices. Students gradually
become more disciplined and understand that prayer is an important part of religious life.
The activity also provides an opportunity for teachers to remind students about religious
obligations and positive behavior. Teachers provide motivation and encouragement
before and after the prayer. Therefore, congregational Dhuha prayer contributes to the
development of students’ religious character by transforming religious values into routine
behavior.

4. Obstacles in Strengthening Students’ Religious Character

4.1 Lack of Concentration during Juz Amma Memorization

One of the main obstacles is students’ lack of concentration during memorization.
Some students become distracted, play with their classmates, or do not pay sufficient
attention to the teacher. This condition can influence other students and reduce the
effectiveness of the memorization activity. Therefore, teachers need to continuously guide
students and use engaging strategies to maintain their concentration.

4.2 Limited Qur’anic Reading Ability

Some students still have difficulty recognizing hijaiyyah letters. This condition
makes it difficult for them to follow Qur’anic Qiro’ah activities at the same level as their
classmates. The findings also show that some students have limited opportunities to learn
Qur’anic reading outside school. Therefore, family and environmental support is
important in developing students’ Qur’anic literacy.

4.3 Limited Understanding of Tajwid

Another obstacle is students’ limited understanding of tajwid. Some students have
difficulty understanding the rules of Qur’anic pronunciation, particularly those related to
nun sukun and tanwin. Teachers therefore provide repeated explanations and examples so
that students gradually understand and apply tajwid rules.
4.4 Late Arrival and Disruptive Behavior

In congregational Dhuha prayer, some students arrive late and cannot participate
in the prayer together with their classmates. Other students are overly active and may
disturb their peers during prayer. These behaviors demonstrate that discipline remains an
important aspect of students’ character development.

S Teachers’ Strategies for Overcoming the Obstacles

JOETAL (Journal of Education, Teaching and Learning)
Sinar Lima, August 2026. Vol.3 No.2. | Page 58



Almihatin Strengthening Students’ Religious Character

Teachers employ several strategies to address the obstacles. First, teachers encourage
students to memorize and read the Qur’an at home. Students are reminded before leaving
school to continue their Qur’anic learning outside the classroom. Second, teachers implement
continuous habituation. Qur’anic reading activities are conducted regularly before the
learning process. Through repeated practice, students are expected to gradually improve their
Qur’anic reading skills. Third, teachers provide motivation and encouragement. Students who
experience difficulties are encouraged rather than punished. Teachers use positive
reinforcement to maintain students’ interest. Fourth, teachers serve as role models. Teachers
participate in religious activities, particularly congregational Dhuha prayer. Their
participation demonstrates that religious activities are not only obligations for students but
practices that should also be performed by teachers. Fifth, teachers provide individual
guidance to students who arrive late or disturb other students. Students who arrive late are
still directed to perform Dhuha prayer individually. Through this strategy, teachers attempt to
maintain both discipline and students’ responsibility for worship. These strategies indicate
that strengthening religious character requires continuous guidance rather than one-time
instruction. Religious values become more meaningful when students repeatedly practice
them in real situations.

The findings demonstrate that religious character development at Ml Sirajul Ulum
Reak is based primarily on habituation. Juz Amma memorization, Qur’anic Qiro’ah, and
congregational Dhuha prayer provide repeated opportunities for students to practice religious
values. Juz Amma memorization develops students’ familiarity with the Qur’an and
strengthens their ability to memorize and recite short surahs. The repeated use of the talgin
method allows students to learn through imitation and repetition. This process also develops
discipline because students are required to complete memorization tasks. Qur’anic Qiro’ah
contributes not only to Qur’anic literacy but also to students’ confidence and courage. When
students are asked to recite in front of their classmates, they are trained to overcome
nervousness and express their abilities. Participation in competitions further provides
opportunities for students to demonstrate their talents. Congregational Dhuha prayer provides
a practical context for developing religious discipline. Students are trained to participate in
voluntary worship regularly. The participation of teachers as role models strengthens the
effectiveness of this habituation because students can observe and imitate the behavior
directly.

However, the findings also demonstrate that character development is not an
automatic process. Students differ in their abilities, interests, concentration, and levels of
discipline. Some students require more intensive guidance than others. The obstacles
identified in the study demonstrate the importance of teacher involvement. Teachers need to
combine habituation, motivation, modeling, supervision, and individual guidance. These
strategies are particularly important for students who experience difficulties in memorization,
Qur’anic reading, tajwid, discipline, or concentration. Another important finding concerns the
role of the home environment. Students who receive limited Qur’anic learning at home may
experience greater difficulties at school. Therefore, strengthening religious character should
ideally involve cooperation between the school, teachers, students, and families. Overall, the
findings indicate that religious activities can function as a practical character education
strategy. Their effectiveness depends not only on the existence of the activities but also on
their consistency, teacher involvement, student participation, and supporting environment.

CONCLUSION
The implementation of religious activities at MI Sirajul Ulum Reak supported the
strengthening of students’ religious character through three main activities: Juz Amma

JOETAL (Journal of Education, Teaching and Learning)
Sinar Lima, August 2026. Vol.3 No.2. | Page 59



Almihatin Strengthening Students’ Religious Character

memorization, Qur’anic Qiro’ah, and congregational Dhuha prayer. Juz Amma memorization
encouraged students to develop discipline, familiarity with the Qur’an, and confidence, while
Qur’anic Qiro’ah supported their Qur’anic reading skills, courage, and participation.
Congregational Dhuha prayer habituated students to worship and supported the development
of discipline, obedience, and responsibility. The implementation faced several challenges,
including students’ limited concentration during memorization, difficulties in recognizing
hijaiyyah letters and understanding tajwid, late arrival, and disruptive behavior during prayer.
Teachers addressed these challenges through continuous habituation, motivation, modeling,
supervision, and individual guidance, while encouraging students to continue Qur’anic
learning at home. Overall, the findings indicate that consistent religious activities, supported
by teacher modeling and family involvement, can support the development of students’
religious character within the context of the madrasah. Therefore, teachers are encouraged to
continuously develop engaging religious activities, students are expected to participate
consistently, and parents are encouraged to reinforce Qur’anic learning and religious
habituation at home.
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