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This research is motivated by a phenomenon discovered by . .
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the researcher, where children aged 4-6 in Penuntut Hamlet,
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refined or polite regional language in their daily activities. Revised: August 26" 2025
Considering the reality of today's modern era, many children
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are also experiencing a decline in manners and politeness

towards their elders, or eveggless polite language. The aim of
. - . - . Keywords:
the research is to find out the role of parents in shaping the
character of children aged 4-6 years in Penuntut Hamlet, Role Of Parents,

Janapria and also to find out its supporting and inhibiting Character Formation
factor. Data collection techniques were conducted using
combined triangulation. Data analysis is inductive or
qualitative, and qualitative research results emphasize
meaning over generalization. The method used in this study
is qualitative, which aims to describe the situation
objectively through words and sentences. the data analysis
used the Miles and Huberman model. The researcher used
data triangulation to test the validity of the data in this study.
The results of this study indicate that the role of parents in
shaping and educatmg children's character is crucial. This
study identifies four types of parental roles: educators,

guides, motivators, and facilitators.

INTRODUCTION

Although families are the smallest component of society, they have a crucial impact
on the progress of the nation and state. Furthermore, the future of the nation will be
determined by the next generation. Every individual desires a family that is safe, peaceful,
prosperous, and full of happiness. Building such a family is certainly not easy. As the primary
educational institution, families are expected to continually strive to meet the biological and
psychological needs of their children, as well as to care for and educate them. Furthermore,
families are also expected to be able to create individuals who develop into capable citizens
and pass on cultural values and other life norms to the next generation. According to Selo
Soemarjan, the family plays a role as the core of the group, because it serves as the first
environment for guidance and is natural. Within the family environment, children are
prepared to face the stages of their development as preparation for exploring the adult world.
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Understanding language, customs, and all aspects of culture should be a responsibility carried
out by families and society to maintain the continuity of family life.

One of the educational institutions that plays a crucial role in a child's growth and
development is parents, as they are the ones who bear the greatest responsibility for the care
and development of their children from birth to adulthood. Children learn from their parents
from an early age, as they are the first role models they see upon waking. Every action taken
by parents serves as a role model for their children, as children initially admire their parents.
If parents set a good example, children will tend to imitate positive behavior, but if parents
set a bad example, children may also imitate negative behavior. Therefore, parents have a
significant responsibility in ensuring that their children develop good character. The role of
parents includes guiding, nurturing, and raising their children into adulthood.

Parents also influence character formation, especially during childhood. The process
of character formation in children is determined by time. Therefore, children who are
frequently given advice, observe good things, and receive perfect love will have good
character as adults. Character is the values that each person holds about God, themselves,
others, their environment, and their country. These values are formed in thoughts, attitudes,
views, words, and behaviors, shaped by religious norms, culture, and customs.

Parents must recognize the importance and complexity of issues facing children and
instill good character from an early age. This will build a strong foundation for children to
avoid being deceived or influenced by their external environment later in life. Thus, children
will ultimately develop good character. Parents generally want their children to grow up well
and become good people, so they must understand their roles as parents, which include
economic, educational, protective, recreational, and religious roles.

Since ancient times, the attitudes and behaviors of the nation's children have been
inherited from the character of the indigenous people (colonized nations). During the reign of
Bung Karno, the first president of the Republic of Indonesia, colonialism prevailed in
Indonesia, fostering an inlander mentality (a colonial nation). To eliminate this landlocked
mentality, one must develop the character of an independent individual with their own
freedom to propel an independent Indonesian nation towards prosperity, security, and well-
being.

For a child, the values of conscience and giving play a crucial role. The values of
conscience include courage, honesty, and a love of peace, while the values of giving involve
loyalty, reliability, respect, politeness, friendliness, and kindness. Therefore, as a child's first
educator, parents must have a broad understanding of these character values. Character
cannot be formed simply by memorizing, as it is an inherent part of human nature. However,
habits, attitudes, and words practiced consistently will shape a person's character.

Based on initial observations on September 3, 2023, researchers discovered a phenomenon
where children aged 4-6 years exhibited polite and courteous speech, using refined or polite
regional language in their daily activities. Given the reality of today's modern era, many
children are also showing a decline in manners and etiquette towards their elders, or are using
less polite language towards their elders. Therefore, the crucial role of parents in shaping
children's character lies here. Parents are the first and most important educators for children,
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providing good examples of good behavior and speech, so that parents can guide their
children towards things that align with Islamic law.

Based on the background of the problem descri above, the author is interested in
conducting more in-depth research to understand the role of parents in developing the
character of children aged 4-6 years in Penuntut Hamlet, Janapria District, and how they
instill character values in them.

RESEARCH METHODS

Our perspective on learning activities is known as an approach. The term "approach"
refers to a general perspective on how a process occurs. This research was conducted using a
qualitative approach and employed a descriptive research method. Qualitative research
examines natural object conditions (such as experiments), with the researcher serving as the
primary instrument. Data collection is conducted using combined triangulation, and data
analysis is inductive/qualitative. The research results emphasize the importance of
generalization. This research employed a qualitative approach with a descriptive research
method. Qualitative research methods examine natural object conditions, with the researcher
serving as the primary instrument. Data collection techniques were conducted using
combined triangulation. Data analysis is inductive or qualitative, and qualitative research
results emphasize meaning over generalization.

Descriptive research, on the other hand, is a problem formulation that guides research
to explore or portray the social situation being studied comprehensively, broadly, and in-
depth. The researcher used this approach because it was deemed relevant to the phenomenon
being studied. Therefore, this qualitative approach not only collected and compiled data but
also analyzed and presented the results in the form of verbal explanations. The data sources
used in this study were primary and secondary data sources. The data collection process
included observation, interviews, and documentation. Since this study used qualitative
methods, the data analysis used the Miles and Huberman model. The researcher used data
triangulation to test the validity of the data in this study. Triangulation is a data exploration
technique that uses various sources, methods, and theories.

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
A. Supporting Factors
1. Family
Based on observations and interviews conducted by researchers with informants,
it was discovered that one of the supporting factors in the formation of a child's
character is the family environment. Parents pay close attention to how they teach and
set examples so that children can observe and imitate these positive traits, which will
then become habits in the future. Shaping character or morals is a parental obligation.
To develop character in children, the family, as the primary learning environment,
needs to instill and provide character education to children from an early age.
Furthermore, the role and function of the ideal family are crucial in family life, and
the realization of this function rests with both parents, and if carried out properly, it
influences all family members. Habit formation means building or learning to act,
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speak, or perform something. Examples include dressing, waking up in the morning,
praying, and so on. Because these habits and practices shape certain attitudes in
children, these attitudes become stronger and eventually become guidelines because
they become part of their personality or character.

2. Society

Based on observations and interviews conducted by researchers with informants,
it was found that both supporting and inhibiting factors in character development in
children aged 4-6 years in Penuntut Janapria Hamlet are community factors. A
supporting factor in the community is the availability of Quranic study centers, which
facilitate and assist parents in educating. A inhibiting factor in the community is the
frequent presence of mobile phones by children, and parents' concerns about their
children imitating the negative behavior of their peers. The community also plays a
crucial role in shaping a child's character. Here, "community" refers to individuals
who may be older, not related to the child or close to him, but who are present in the
child's environment or witness his behavior. They can provide good examples,
encourage positive behavior, or even discourage undesirable behavior. This is also
in line with Ahmad Syukril's opinion, which states that the environment plays a very
significant role in shaping a child's behavior. If a child is in a supportive environment,
he or she will go through the stages of his or her development well. Support from
those around him or her, whether family, peers, or the community, is crucial in
providing positive stimulation for a child's growth and development. However,
conversely, if there is no support from the surrounding environment that provides
positive stimulation, children may experience difficulties in facing the challenges of
the world they will face in the future. They may become individuals who are less able
to compete and have difficulty interacting well with their peers. Therefore, a
supportive environment and positive stimulation from those around them are crucial
in shaping a child's character and behavior.

B. Inhibiting factor
1. Family

From interviews and observations with parents and several other data sources, it
was discovered that parents don't spend a full day with their children. Some parents
are rarely with their children because they have to go to the rice fields, go to the
office, or teach at school. The observations also revealed that some parents
sometimes fail to set good examples for their children, such as excessive joking with
friends, parents drinking or eating standing up, and parents speaking in a raised voice
with friends. These are things that are sometimes unintentionally witnessed by
children, allowing them to imitate these behaviors, which can lead to the child's
character being disturbed or tarnished by the negative things they see in their parents.
From these interviews, it can be concluded that, indeed, the family environment can
also be a factor hindering the development of good and proper character in children.
Because not everyone is always right, and we are certainly not free from mistakes.
However, behind all this, parents certainly hope for the best for their children.
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2. Society

From the interview results, it can be concluded that the community environment
in Penuntut Hamlet, Janapria District, also has the potential to act as a hindering factor
in the character development of children aged 4-6 years. This unfavorable community
environment may be related to various factors such as low awareness of the
importance of children's education, high levels of conflict or tension within the
community, lack of access to educational resources or guidance, or even the existence
of norms or values that do not support positive child development. Therefore, in
addition to the important role of parents, attention is also needed to consider the role of
the community environment in creating supportive conditions for early childhood
character development.

CONCLUSION

The conclusions can be drawn: 1). The research results show that parents of children
aged 4-6 years in Penuntut Hamlet, Janapria District, have successfully fulfilled their roles.
The role of parents extends beyond providing food and shelter, but also encompasses their
roles as educators, guides, motivators, and facilitators in the child's growth and development.
2). Factors supporting the development of children's character in Penuntut Hamlet, Janapria
District, include family and community factors. Meanwhile, the inhibiting factor is the
community environment, which is caused by parents not always participating when their
children are playing outside with their friends.
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