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A B S T R A C T S  A R T I C L E  I N F O 

The students just gave a little response when they were asked in English 

(low participant). This research aims to determine the effect of using the 

image explanation technique on the speaking ability of seventh-grade 

students of the MTs Nahdlatul Mujahidin NW Jempong. This type of 

research is Experimental Research ( Quantitative Approach ). This 

research design uses a Pre-Test and Post-Test design. The population of 

this study was all seventh-grade students. This research sample namely 

VII-A as an Experimental Class with 20 students and VII-B as an Control 

Class with 20 students. The results of the Experimental Class analysis 

show that the mean Pre-Test score in Experimental Class is 36.99 and the 

mean Post-Test score is 81.66. Meanwhile, the results of the Control 

Class analysis show that the mean Pre-Test score in Control Class is 

36.99 and the mean Post-Test score is 58.99. This shows that the 

Experimental Class experienced an increase in their speaking test, and 

hypothesis testing showed that the Experimental Class students’ scores 

were higher than those in the Control Class. The instrument used in this 

research was the Speaking Test. The technique used to analyze data is the 

t-test. The results of the independent sample t-test show a significance 

value (2-tailed) of less than 0.05 (<0.05). This means the null hypothesis 

(Ho) is rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. Based on 

the research results, it was concluded that the image explanation method 

had a positive effect on improving students’ speaking skills in English.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Speaking, listening, reading, and writing are the four language abilities that pupils 

need to learn. Speaking may be the most crucial of these four language abilities to acquire 

since successful foreign language acquisition is judged by the ability of the learner to 

communicate successfully in their second or foreign language. Without speaking abilities, 

children are unable to communicate their thoughts, and teachers are always in the dark about 

what they think. 

Among the four linguistic abilities available for communication is speaking. It is a 

crucial ability for learning foreign languages. It is expected of students to be proficient and 

have developed speaking abilities in official and informal English speaking contexts. 

Students will speak English fluently and well if they constantly use it to express their 

thoughts and feelings. 
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Speaking is also the response we give to what we perceive, experience, and think. We 

want someone to hear us while we're feeling something. Thus, we might refer to this process 

as an interaction between two parties. Speaking is one of the ways people express their ideas 

with others and communicate with one other. Speaking is the vocal use of words in 

interpersonal communication. Speaking is a useful tool for putting thoughts about goals and 

feelings into words so that others can understand what is being said. Speaking can also be 

defined as a person's capacity to communicate his views to other people. 

Speaking, then, is the exchange of knowledge with other people. Speaking helps us 

communicate effectively so that other people can understand what we say. Speaking is 

utilized for more than just communication; it can also be used for performance, engagement, 

information and knowledge exchange, and idea sharing. In our social interactions, it is 

crucial. Speaking is sometimes used to deliver directions or accomplish tasks. For instance, 

describing something or someone, or criticizing the actions of others and others. In the 

process of teaching and learning, students may quickly lose interest in studying if they do not 

acquire the ability to speak or if they are not given the chance to speak in the classroom. 

Thus, it is important for students to learn and practice speaking in the classroom. To be able 

to converse in English, students need to make an effort to talk during English classes. 

As previously explained, a teacher needs to employ effective teaching methods in 

order to help students become better communicators. To make teaching and learning more 

dynamic and efficient, a variety of strategies can be employed while teaching speaking, 

including role-play, language games, information gaps, pair work, picture explanation, and 

sentence scrambling. Thus, the method can help the kids communicate in English. The reason 

the researcher decided to use graphic explanations to teach speaking skills is that it will make 

it simpler for the students to communicate their views. They can contemplate the image when 

they see it thanks to image explanations. Therefore, if they are able to communicate their 

thoughts, they will talk and the teacher will be able to understand what they mean. 

The picture explanation technique is employed in this study. “As a media image can 

assist the researcher in piquing students' interest and helping them enjoy learning, particularly 

English. Additionally, pictures can depict the actual circumstance. This means that the pupils 

can visualize the abstract as a real-world scenario thanks to the use of visuals. 

Utilizing visual media effectively enhances students' abilities during the teaching and 

learning process in the present era. This medium is a great tool for encouraging children to 

learn and communicate. Additionally, students find visual media to be highly engaging and 

can actively participate in the teaching and learning process. For this reason, the researcher 

selected visual aids like pictures to aid pupils in developing their speaking abilities. 

Based on the researcher’s experience during observation on the MTs Nahdlatul 

Mujahidin NW Jempong, the researcher found some problems related to speaking. The First, 

the teacher has explained to the students and students must discuss it in groups. The Second, 

students had less opportunity to speak English in class because the teacher spoke more than 

the students. The Third, the teacher mostly used the workbook and course book, so the 

students did not know the meaning of the words, or how to speak or say it in the right context 

in English. The Fourth, students learn speaking by reading aloud a dialogue, practicing 

making their own conversation with peers, and presenting it in front of the class. And the 

other problem the students just gave a little response when they were asked in English (low 

participant) this problem is because they think English is difficult to say, this is a bad effect 

of this problem. 

The successful application of picture explanation in junior high school descriptive 

texts is the main topic of this study. Thus, the researcher is interested in how this strategy 
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affects junior high school students' speaking abilities. The researcher believes that by using 

this strategy in this school, students' speaking abilities will be enhanced. 

Thus, Based on the background that has been described, it is urgent to do research 

with the title The Effect of the Image Explanation Teaching  Technique to Improve the 

Speaking Ability of the Seventh-Grade Students of the MTs Nahdlatul Mujahidin Nw 

Jempong in Academic Year 2023/2024. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This research employs a quantitative approach. In line with Crewell’s perspective, 

quantitative research exhibits distinct traits, encompassing trends accompanied by descriptive 

statements, hypotheses, statistically gathered data, systematically structured writing, and 

assessable evaluation criteria that are objective and devoid of researchers’ bias. 

In this research, the researcher used an experimental type. Experimental is 

characterized by much greater control over the research environment and in this case, some 

variables are manipulated to observe the effect on other variables. The population of this 

study was the entire second grade ( A and B ) of the MTs Nahdlatul Mujahidin NW Jempong. 

Each class consists of 20 students, so the totals are 40 students.  In this study, there were 40 

students from class A and B as samples from seventh grade. Research Design is the 

conceptual structure within which research is conducted; it constitutes the blueprint for the 

collection, measurement, and analysis of data.  This research was categorized as quasi-

experimental with a pretest and posttest design which used two groups: the experimental 

group would treat by using Image Explanation and the control group would treat by using 

Image  Explanation. The following is the scheme of the research presented: 

 
Table 1 Scheme of the Research 

Class Pre-test Treatment Post-test  

Experimental 

Group  (X) 
T₁ X ( Image 

Explanation ) 
T₂ 

Control Group (Y ) T₁ -X  ( Image 

Explanation )  
T₂ 

 

Where : 

 

1. Pretest  

The pre-test is a test conducted to measure students' initial abilities before 

participating in learning activities. The tests that the researcher give are observation sheet 

for the speaking test. The observation sheet is active participation.  

2. Treatment  

After administering the pre-test, the researcher implemented the treatment, employing 

the descriptive picture technique. The treatment took place during the subsequent 

sessions, following the outlined research procedures. 

3. Post-test  

The post-test aim to find out the effect of using image explanation on students’ ability 

in learning to speak. The post-test will give after the researcher thought the experimental 

group used image explanation in learning to speak. 

 ( X ) =  Experimental  Group  

( Y )  =  Control Group  
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X   =  using Image Explanation treatment 

- X   = not using image explanation treatment 

T₁  = The pretest for the experimental and control groups before the     treatment  

T₂  = The pretest for the experimental and control groups after the treatment 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
Based on the calculation, the researcher got the mean score of pre-test and post-test in 

control class and experimental class. Furthermore, the increased of students score between 

control and experiment class can be seen in the diagram below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1 

The increasing students’ mean score of Pre-Test and Post-Test  

in Control and Experimental Class 

 

From figure 1, it can be seen the mean score of pre-test in control class was 53.33 and 

mean score of post-test was 80. While the mean score of pre-test in experimental class was 

53.33 and after the students were given the treatment by implementing Image Explanation 

technique, the mean of post-test become 100. It can be summarized that there was a 

significant effect of Image Explanation  technique on students speaking ability at MTs 

Nahdlatul Mujahidin NW Jempong. 

a. Independent sample T Test 
After the researcher analyzed the data of the students, the researcher found out the 

compare average between score in post test of experimental class and score in control class 

by using independent t-test. 
Table 2 Output SPSS of Research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on output SPSS 24 version of the research, Independent Sample T- Test shows 

levene‟s test to know the same variance. 

Ho : If Ho is accepted, then no significant changes occur. 
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Ha : If Ha is accepted, then significant changes occur. 

If Sig Tcalculate  > 0.05, Ho is accepted. 

If sig Tcalculate  < 0.05, Ha is accepted. 

The outcomes of the independent sample t-test indicate that the significance value (2-

tailed) is less than 0.05 ( < 0.05 ). Consequently, the null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected, and the 

alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. In brief, there is significant effect of Image 

Explanation technique toward speaking ability of the first year students at MTs Nahdlatul 

Mujahidin NW Jempong. 

b. Descriptive Statistic  
Table 3 Descriptive Statistic of Pre-Test and Post-Test of 

Experimental and Control Class 
Descriptive Statistics 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean 
Std. 
Deviation 

Pre-Test Experimental 
Class 

20 26.66 53.33 36.9955 10.02428 

Post-Test 
Experimental Class 

20 60.00 100.00 81.6630 10.78764 

Pre-Test Control Class 20 26.66 53.33 36.9955 9.78827 

Post-Test Control 
Class 

20 40.00 80.00 58.9970 12.66272 

Valid N (listwise) 20     

 

Based on the table 4.10, it can be seen there are two classes is experimental and 

control class. Experimental class has 20 students and mean score of pre-test is 36.99 and 

post-test is 81.66,  standard deviation of pre-test 10.024228 and post-test 10.787664. Then, 

control class has 20 students and mean score of pre-test is 36.99 and post-test is 58.99, 

standard deviation of pre-test is 9.78827 and post-test is 12.66272.  

Based on explanation above, it can be concluded between that the score of 

experimental and control class has different score. The scores of experimental class were 

higher than control class. Based on research findings, it was found that the image explanation 

method had a significant effect on students' speaking abilities in English. The pretest results 

in the experimental class and control class were not very high and were almost the same, the 

mean pretest score for students in the experimental class was 36.99, std Dev = 10.024228, N 

= 20, minimum score = 26.66 and maximum score = 53.33. Furthermore, The mean pretest 

score of students in the control class was 36.99, Std Dev = 9.78827, N = 20, minimum score 

= 26.66 and maximum score = 53.33. After being given two treatments with different 

activities like the experimental class (classes taught using the image explanation method) and 

control classes (classes taught without using the image explanation method) post tests were 

used to determine the treatment effect. 

After carrying out the post test, the mean score of students in the experimental class was 

81.66, Std Dev = 10.78764, N = 20, minimum score = 60, and maximum score = 100. 

Furthermore, the mean score of students in the control class was 58.99, std Dev = 12.66272, 

N = 20, minimum score = 40, and maximum score = 60. This shows that the posttest scores 

of students in the experimental class are higher than the posttest scores in the control class. 

These findings suggest that the image explanation method improves students' 

speaking skills when they are learning English. A learning system that piques students' 

attention is an enjoyable learning process. In general, pupils can learn cooperatively when 

researchers employ the image explanation approach. When students collaborate to 

accomplish common learning objectives, cooperative learning takes place. 

This study supported the previous study by Asfa ( 2010 ) as English Language 
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Education of Walinsong State Institute for Islamic Studies, Khamsiah ( 2016 ) as English 

Language Education Student of University of Paris Pengaraian, Karsono ( 2014 ) as teacher 

of SMPN 1 Anggana, and Wulandari ( 2012 ) as the student of English Education Department 

in Yogyakarta State University. They said the image explanation was effective method in 

improving students speaking skill because the  image really help the students to improve their 

skill in speaking. By using the method, they were easy to perform speaking so that they could 

improve their vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar. 

The results of this research are also supported by Sari Puspita’s research. She found 

results that showed the t-test value ( 10.400 ) was higher than 0.05, in other words Ho was 

accepted. Furthermore, from the data the t-test value obtained was -0,277, compared with the 

t-table, Df = 54, it can be concluded that the t-table is greater than the t-test, in other words 

Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted because 10.4 < 54. Thus, it can be concluded that the image 

explanation method has a positive and significant effect on students’ speaking skill in 

English. 

   According to prior research, employing the image explanation method is a valuable 

approach for teachers to enhance students’ English speaking skills. This is supported by t-test 

analysis, where Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted, indicating the effectiveness of the imge 

explanation method in improving students’ speaking skills. Additionally, students reported 

that using this method fosters creative thinking, ignites enthusiasm, and enhances overall 

enjoyment in the teaching and learning process of English.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The image explanation method proves to be an effective approach in enhancing speaking 

skill. It offers a convenient alternative for learning activities due to its ease of 

implementation. This method is particularly valuable for improving students’ skills in image 

explanation various aspects of daily life or interpreting images. 

 

REFERENCES 

Anisa, Nurdiana. 2022. The Implementation Of Describing Picture Strategy In Students 

Speaking Skills At Ten Grade Of Sma Muhammadiyah Boarding School Zam-Zam 

Cilongok In The Academic Year 2021-2022. Thesis, Islamic state university.  

Anjaniputra, Agung Ginanjar. 2013. Teacher’s strategies in teaching speaking to students at 

secondary level. Journal of English and Education 1.2 (2013): 1-8. 

Baiq Reni Agustiina. 2018. The Effect Of Triangle Game Towards Students’ Motivation in 

Learning Grammar At MA Darul Husaini Sanggeng In Academic Year 2017/2018. 

Skripsi, FIPP Undikma, Mataram . 

Brown, Gillian, and George Yule. 1983. Discourse analysis. Cambridge University Press, 

1983:90 

Brown, H. Douglas, and Priyanvada Abeywickrama. 2024. Language assessment. Principles 

and Classroom Practices. White Plains, NY: Pearson Education . 
Brown, James Dean. 1995. Aspects Of Fluency And Accuracy. Les Après-midi de 

LAIRDIL 04 (1995): 9-35. 

Dionar, Welli Sseptia, and Aryuliva Adnan. 2018. Improving Speaking Ability Of Senior 

High School Students By Using Truth Or Dare Game. Journal of English Language 

Teaching 7.2 (2018): 369-374. 

Enis, Ben M. 1967. An Analytical Approach To The Concept Of Image. California 

Management Review 9.4 (1967): 51-58. 



 
Aulia e-ISSN 3046-627X 

 

Journal of English Education and Literature   
                                                                                                                Sinar Lima, October 2024. Vol.1 No.3 | Page 103 

 

Fahmi, Sadrul. 2022. The Effectiveness Of Generating Interaction Between Schemata And 

Text (Gist) Strategy In Reading Comprehension For The Eight Graders. The Scientia 

Journal of Social and Legal Studies 1.1 (2022): 75-96. 
Fera, Juwita, Suryani Suryani, and Putri Dini Meutia. 2022. The Use Of Describing Picture 

To Improve Students’ Speaking Skill. Prosiding SEMDI-UNAYA (Seminar Nasional 

Multi Disiplin Ilmu UNAYA). Vol. 5. No. 1. 2022, pp. 219-226). 

Gistituati, Nurhizrah, Refnaldi Refnaldi, and Syaifullah Syaifullah. 2019. Using visual aids to 

develop students’ speaking skill. 1st International Conference on Innovation in 

Education (ICoIE 2018). Atlantis Press. 

Hamid, Radiah. 2021. An Analysis Of Negotiation Of Meaning In Speaking Class At The 

Second Grade Of Sman 1 Barru. Jurnal Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan (JKIP) 8.1 

(2021): 92-100. 

Hardman, Jan, and Frank Hardman. 2017. Guided Co-Construction Of Classroom 

Talk. Encyclopaedia of language and education: Discourse and education (2017): 199-

210. 

Hasa. 2024. Difference Between Second Language And Foreign Language in 

https://www.differencebetween.com, June 22, 2018. accessed January 30, 2024, at 13:30. 

Haslinda, Haslinda, Mujahidah Mujahidah, and Nurhamdah Nurhamdah. 2021. The Students’ 

Skill in Performing A Speech in SMA Negeri 6 Pinrang. LETS: Journal of Linguistics 

and English Teaching Studies 3.1 (2021): 31-38. 

Hoa, Le Huong, Dinh Tran Ngoc Huy, and Nguyen Ngoc An. 2022. Using Pictures As Non-

Verbal Language Motivating Students With English Speaking Lessons At Vietnam 

Primary Schools. 

Housen, Alex, and Folkert Kuiken. 2009. Complexity, Accuracy, And Fluency In Second 

Language Acquisition. Applied linguistics 30.4 (2009): 461-473. 

Hymes, Dell. 2007. Language in Education: Ethnolinguistic Essays. Language and 

Ethnography Series. Center for Applied Linguistics, 3520 Prospect Street, NW, 

Washington, DC  
Jayanti, Dwi, Nida Husna, and Didin Nuruddin Hidayat. 2019. The Validity And Reliability 

Analysis Of English National Final Examination For Junior High School. VELES 

(Voices of English Language Education Society) 3.2 (2019): 127-135. 

John W. Creswell. 2021. Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating 

Quantitative and Qualitative Research ( Boston : Person Education, 2021 ), p. 13. 

Kasim, Erlynda Y. 2015. Effect Of Government Accountants Competency And 

Implementation Of Internal Control To The Quality Of Government Financial 

Reporting. International Journal of Business, Economics and Law 8.1 (2015): 97-105. 

Kayi, Hayriye. 2006. Teaching Speaking: Activities To Promote Speaking In A Second 

Language. The internet TESL journal 12.11 (2006): 1-6. 
Khan, Nadeem, and Arshad Ali. 2010. Improving The Speaking Ability In English: The 

Students’ Perspective. Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences 2.2 (2010): 3575-3579. 
Leong, Lai Mei, and Seyedeh Masoumeh Ahmadi. 2017. An Analysis Of Factors Influencing 

Learners’english Speaking Skill. 2017: 34-41. 
Mahbuub, Mahbuub. 2016. Improving Students’ Speaking Skill Through Short Story and 

Puppet at the Second Grade Students of SMP 2 Negeri Batang Alai Selatan Central Hulu 

Sungai regency.   
Maming, Khadijah. 2019. The Use of Describing Picture Strategy In Improving The Students’ 

Speaking Ability at UPTD SMPN 22 Barru. La Parole: Journal of Language Teaching 

and Pedagogy 2.2 (2019): 27-34. 

https://www.differencebetween.com/


 
Aulia e-ISSN 3046-627X 

 

Journal of English Education and Literature   
                                                                                                                Sinar Lima, October 2024. Vol.1 No.3 | Page 104 

 

Mastumasari, Irma. 2017. Improving Learning Outcomes in Office Automation Subjects 

Through Development of Video-Based Media Learning Operating Microsoft Publisher 

2010. JPBM (Jurnal Pendidikan Bisnis dan Manajemen) 3.1 (2017): 55-64. 

Murni, A. 2018. The Use of Describing Picture Strategy to Improve Students’ English 

Speaking Skill. Thesis, UIN Ar-Raniry Banda Aceh. 

Murtiningrum, Siti. 2009. Classroom Interaction In English Learning. Universitas Sanata 

Dharma Yogyakarta . 

Mustakim, and Ismail. 2018. The Influence Of English Camp In Improving Speaking Skill Of 

English House Course Students In Maroangin Kabupaten Enrekang. Edumaspul: Jurnal 

Pendidikan 2.2 (2018): 61-70. 

Nunan, David. 1991. Communicative Tasks And The Language Curriculum. TESOL 

quarterly 25.2 (1991): 279-295. 

Nunan, David. 1999. Second Language Teaching & Learning. Heinle & Heinle Publishers, 

7625 Empire Dr., Florence, KY 41042-2978. 
O'Neill, G. Patrick. 1988. Teaching effectiveness: A review of the research. Canadian 

Journal of Education/Revue canadienne de l'education, no. 1 (1988): 162-185. 

Parmawati, Aseptiana. 2018. Using Analytic Teams Technique To Improve Students’speaking 

Skill. Edulitics (Education, Literature, And Linguistics) Journal 3.2 (2018): 21-25. 
Pratama, R. D. 2020. The Influence Of Using Guided Conversation Technique Towards 

Students‟ Speaking Skill At The First Semester Of The Eleventh Grade Of MAN 2 

Bandar Lampung In The Academic Year Of 2019/2020”, (Thesis, UIN Raden Intan 

Lampung. 

Puspita, S. 2021. The Effect Of Using Describing Picture Technique Towards Students 

Speaking Ability. Thesis, Universitas Islam Riau. 

Rao, Parupalli Srinivas. 2019. The Importance Of Speaking Skills In English 

Classrooms. Alford Council of International English & Literature Journal (ACIELJ) 2.2 

(2019): 6-18. 

Richards, Jack C. 2006. Developing Classroom Speaking Activities: From Theory To 

Practice. Guidelines-Singapore-Periodical for Classroom Language Teachers Then 

Magazine for Language Teachers- 28.2 (2006): 3. 

Sari, A. K . 2022. An Analysis of Directive Speech Acts in" UP" Movie. Thesis, IAIN 

Ponorogo. 

Sarina. 2017. The Implementation of Describing Pictures Model in Improving Students’ 

Speaking Ability At Sma Negeri 1 Enrekang. Skripsi, FKIP Unismuh Makassar. 

Schweller, Randall L. 2018. Why Trump Now: A Third-Image Explanation: A Third-Image 

Explanation. Chaos in the Liberal Order: The Trump Presidency and International 

Politics in the Twenty-First Century. Columbia University Press 

Titik Harsiati, M.Pd. 2017. Pengembangan Alat Penilaian Kompetensi Berbicara. Modul 

pendidikan. pp. 17-21. 

Wijaya, Armeria, and Mochammad Sudrajad. 2016. The Effectiveness of Inside-Outside 

Circle Method by Using Cue Card for Students’ Speaking Ability at Seventh Graders. 

JEES (Journal of English Educators Society) 1.1 (2016): v1i1-146. 

 

 

 

 


