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ABSTRACTS ARTICLE INFO

This study aimsed to analyze students’ interest in learning English at
MA Nurul Ulum Mertak Tombok. The research used a quantitative
descriptive method. The participants were students of MA Nurul Ulum Received: 3" April 2026
Mertak Tombok selected through purposive sampling. Tehnique data st

were collected using a questiongairz bgsed ona If)ike?t scale zgnd were Revised: 217 April 2026
supported by classroom observation. The collected data were analyzed Published: April 2026
using descriptive statistical analysis.The findings of this study show that
the students’ interest in learning English at MA Nurul Ulum Mertak

Article History:

Tombok is at a moderate level. Several internal factors, such as Keywords:

motivation, attitudes, and self-confidence, influence students’ interest in ) ) )
learning English. In addition, external factors, including teaching Interest in Learning English,
methods, learning environment, and teacher support, also contribute to Internal Factors, External

shaping students’ interest. These results indicate that improving
instructional strategies and creating a supportive learning environment
can help increase students’ interest in learning English.

Factors, EFL students

INTRODUCTION

English has a significant influence on students’ academic and personal development.
In the era of globalization, the ability to communicate in English plays a crucial role, not only
for communication with foreign speakers but also as a means to access knowledge in various
academic fields. As stated by the Indonesian Ministry of National Education (Depdiknas,
2004), the current curriculum aims to prepare students to engage globally by reflecting on
their own experiences and understanding the experiences, ideas, and cultures of others.
Therefore, The approavl of student center lerning among with its inovative teaching
methods,stregies tehniques,and ectivites are messivcly sounded.

However, students’ success in learning English is closely related to their learning
interest. Learning interest can be defined as a student’s positive attitude, curiosity, and
enthusiasm toward a subject. When students are genuinely interested in what they learn, they
tend to be more motivated, attentive, and persistent in overcoming learning challenges.
Conversely, a lack of interest may lead to boredom, low participation, and poor academic
achievement. Interest plays a vital role as an internal factor that stimulates active engagement
and long-term retention of knowledge.

In the context of English language learning at MA Nurul Ulum, some students still
face difficulties in maintaining their motivation and enthusiasm in English class. Factors such
as teaching methods, learning

Environment, and students’ previous experiences with the language may influence
their level of interest. Students who lack interest often find English difficult or irrelevant to
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their daily lives, which negatively affects their performance. On the other hand, students who
are interested in English tend to participate actively, show curiosity, and achieve better
results.

Considering the importance of students’ interest in supporting successful English
learning, it is essential to analyze the factors of students’ English learning interest.
Understanding these aspects can help teachers design more engaging learning strategies and
create a classroom atmospher that stimulates curiosity and motivation.

Based on observations made by research during the English language learning
process, it can be concluded that students' low proficiency in English learning materials is
due to their low interest in learning English. This is evident in students' lack of enthusiasm in
receiving lessons. On the other hand, many students do not pay attention and joke around
during English lessons. The students' response to learning is also mediocre, with only a few
students daring to ask questions and express their opinions. One learning strategy that can be
implemented is to use innovative and interesting learning media.

Interest is an expression of an individual's attraction to an object or concept, as well as
an intrinsic drive that motivates individuals to explore and engage in that activity. Interest
is a driving force in the learning.

Process, providing motivation that encourages individuals to learn with full
awareness and brings feelings of pleasure, joy, and excitement to the learning experience. It is
part of intellectual maturity, in which the learning process and experience shape deeper
understanding.

The modern theory of motivation places interest as part of a motivational system that
influences attention, use of learning strategies, and student persistence in learning English (Dérnyei &
Ushioda, 2021). A review of the literature over the past decade shows that teaching interventions that
focus on developing interest (e.g., contextual activities, language clubs, and interest-based projects)
often succeed in increasing student participation and positive perceptions of English (Alizadeh, 2016
in review summary). However, there are also research results that show mixed results—some studies
find a strong correlation between interest and achievement, while other studies report weak or
insignificant relationships in certain contexts, thus requiring more specific contextual empirical
research (Lena, 2022). In practice in large classrooms and resourceconstrained institutions, needs
analysis shows that understanding student interest profiles is an important first step in designing
effective teaching interventions (learning needs studies in Indonesia and other universities).
Collectively, these findings confirm that motivation theory must be applied adaptively in the field and
that research on student interest—including its measurement and causal factors—is beneficial for
improving English teaching practices (Dornyei & Ushioda, 2021).

Therefore, it is necessary accordingly in stimulating the students learning interest.
One of the methods that meght be used is the project- based learning (PjBL) model. The
PjBL framework originates from the constructivist learning theory proposed by Jean Piaget.
It states that learning is a process of learning by doing, or in other words, learning can be
gained.

RESEARCH METHOD

Creswell (2014) which states that quantitative research is approach to testing objective
theory by examining the relationship between variables. This variable, in turn, can be
measured using instruments, so that total data can be analyzed using statistical procedures.
According to Sugiyono, quantitative data is data in the form of numbers, or
extrapolated quantitative data (assessment). So quantitative data is data that has a
tendency to be analyzed by statistical means or techniques. Data can be in the form of
numbers or scores and is usually obtained using a data collection tool whose answers
are ranges of scores or weighted questions. The quantitative method is also called positivistic
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43 44 because it is based on the philosophy of positivism. besides this method is also
called the scientific method or scientific method because it fulfills scientific
principles such as empirical, measurable, objective, systematic and rational. Based on this
explanation, quantitative research is research in the form of numbers or scores which are
measured using instruments and analyzed using statistical data. In this study, researchers used
a quantitative. Descriptive method, using a questionnaire as the main data. descriptive
research, which only describes a number of variables and does not perform hypothesis testing
(as is done in explanatory research); means not intended to build and develop a vocabulary of
theory. In processing and analyzing data, usually statistical processing is used descriptive
(descriptive statistics). (Mulyadi, 2011:132). Data were analyzed through data acquisition
based on research and based on the category of students who have intrinsic and extrinsic
motivation is more dominant in learning English in the speaking class. Data are presented
statistically using percentages, frequency, arithmetic mean, and standards division.

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The first conclusion regarding the dynamics of EFL learning has been presented in
line with the findings of various previous studies in the field of teaching English as a foreign
language.

The use of English songs in pre-activities has been proven to improve classroom
atmosphere, emotional readiness, and student interest in learning, supporting research
findings that songs are an effective medium for increasing student engagement and
motivation in language learning. Research by Bokiev (2018) confirms that music and songs
can create a more relaxed learning environment, reduce anxiety, and encourage active student
engagement in EFL/ESL classes. This is relevant to the findings observed in the classroom,
where students appeared more enthusiastic and confident when the lesson began with a song.
Furthermore, the finding that student focus and participation decreased when learning shifted
to one-way material explanations is consistent with previous research.

A study by Palacios & Chapeton (2014) shows that student engagement in EFL
classes is greatly influenced by opportunities for active and meaningful participation. When
learning is dominated by teacher explanations and the use of less interactive media, students
tend to be passive, hesitant to speak, and reluctant to use English. This condition is reflected
in the low response of students during discussions and question and answer activities on
recount text material. Findings related to the use of PowerPoint, which is perceived as
monotonous by some students, are also supported by research that emphasises the importance
of interaction and context in language learning. Arevalo (2010) states that English learning
materials will be more meaningful if presented contextually and involve students in activities
that require direct use of the language. In this context, the use of PowerPoint without a
variety of interactive activities has the potential to reduce student concentration and
motivation, as seen in students who chat or fall asleep during lessons. Furthermore, low
student participation in class discussions and their tendency to use Indonesian is in line with
research findings on affective and psychological barriers in EFL learning. Semerik found that
fear of making mistakes, anxiety about speaking, and lack of confidence were the main
factors that inhibited students from participating orally in English classes.

This reinforces the conclusion that teachers need to create a safe and supportive
learning environment so that students dare to use English without fear. Conversely, student
enthusiasm and engagement increased when teachers Implementing practice-based activities,
such as creating example sentences, is in line with the communicative language teaching
approach. Research by Vallejo & Pérez-Ortega (2024) shows that practice-based activities
and direct language production can increase students’ motivation, confidence, and
understanding in EFL learning. Thus, the conclusions from the observed learning reinforce
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previous research findings that effective English language learning requires a varied,
interactive, and student-centred approach.

The conclusions regarding the challenges of learning English at MA Nurul Ulum Mertak
Tombok are in line with previous studies that highlight the complexity of teaching EFL in a secondary
school context. Low student interest and confidence, as found in the interview results, have long been
a concern in EFL studies. Research by Semerik shows that EFL students often experience language
anxiety due to differences in structure, vocabulary, and pronunciation between English and their first
language. This anxiety has an impact on students' reluctance to speak and participate actively in class,
as was also seen in the context of MA Nurul Ulum Mertak Tombok.

In terms of teaching methods, findings that lecture- and memorisation-dominated learning
tends to reduce student engagement are also supported by previous research. A study by Palacios &
Chapeton (2014) confirms that student engagement in EFL classes increases when teachers provide
space for communicative practice and meaningful interaction. Varied methods such as role play,
simple dialogues, and activities based on everyday life have been proven to increase student
confidence and participation. This reinforces the conclusion that the selection of communicative and
student-centred learning methods is crucial in improving the quality of English language learning. In
addition to methodological factors, the influence of social and family environments on EFL learning
has also been widely discussed in previous studies. Arevalo (2010) states that the lack of exposure to
English outside the classroom makes it difficult for students to see the relevance of English to their
daily lives. This condition is in line with the findings at MA Nurul Ulum Mertak Tombok, where the
use of regional languages and Indonesian is more dominant at home and in the community. The lack
of parental support for English learning also weakens students' intrinsic motivation, making it difficult
for teachers to build sustained interest in learning. The characteristics of the school as a madrasah that
emphasises religious subjects can also be linked to research on curriculum priorities and perceptions
of subject value. Several EFL studies in religious-based school contexts show that general subjects are
often seen as less of a priority than the institution's core subjects. However, research by Vallejo &
Pérez-Ortega (2024) emphasises that when teachers are able to relate English language learning to
students' future needs and the global context, students' attitudes towards English become more
positive.

This is relevant to the finding that a conducive school environment and supportive teacher
attitudes can help reduce student anxiety. Overall, the conclusions of this study reinforce the findings
of previous studies that the challenges of EFL teaching are multidimensional and cannot be separated
from affective, pedagogical, and environmental factors. In line with Bokiev (2018), creative,
enjoyable, and student-centred approaches can increase students' interest, confidence, and engagement
in English language learning. Thus, the findings at MA Nurul Ulum Mertak Tombok are not only
contextually relevant but also strengthen the empirical evidence that effective EFL learning requires a
holistic approach involving teachers, students, schools, and the social environment together.

CONCLUSION

Based on the findings and discussion outlined in Chapter 1V, it can be concluded that
students' interest in learning English at MA Nurul Ulum Mertak Tombok is influenced by a
combination of pedagogical, psychological, and environmental factors. The learning process
demonstrates a dynamic interaction between teacher strategies, student responses, classroom
activities, and the broader school and social context. These factors collectively shape
students' attitudes, motivation, and level of engagement in learning English as a Foreign
Language (EFL).
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